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MINUTES

YORK CITY COUNCIL

September 6, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Eddie Lee 

Councilmember Bill Miller

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Johnson
Councilmember Mike Fuesser

Councilmember John Shiflet
Councilmember Denise Lowry

Councilmember Ed Brown

OTHERS PRESENT:
City Attorney Brice
Interim Manager Helms

Public Works Director Montgomery
Recreation Director Leake

ED Director Jones

Finance Director Mosely 

Jan Ramsey


Ronnie Taylor



Cynthia Bradford

Annette Langford
Jessica Turner

Terri Kreger

Phillip Wilson


Doug & Crystal Miller

Rita Isaac



Paul Boger

Rebecca Dover

Jessica P. Smith

Elementary School art students; list filed with council packet


1.
Welcome and Call to Order:  Mayor Lee

2.
Prayer:  Councilmember Brown

3.
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson

4.
Minutes


♦
Regular Meeting, August 2, 2016.  Councilmember Miller’s MOTION to adopt the Minutes as submitted carried.


♦
Special Meeting, August 9, 2016.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to adopt the Minutes as submitted carried.

5.
Comments and Requests from the Public



♦
Mayor Lee introduced Rebecca Dover, Principal of Hickory Grove Elementary School and Jessica Smith, Art Educator for York School District #1, and recognized students whose art is on display in City Hall.


♦
Jan Ramsey repeated concerns presented at previous meetings, specifically property on Blackburn Street and the Polk property on East Madison.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to expend $6800 to clean up the East Madison property carried, with Mayor Pro Tem Johnson voting in opposition.


♦
Rita Isaac expressed concern about the ownership/operation of Refuge Thrift Store downtown.  Interim Manager Helms is to look into the matter.

6.
City Manager’s Report  



♦
Finance.  Council received copies of the financial, capacity fee, and hospitality tax reports.  Interim Manager Helms reported receipt of $14,356 in capacity fees in August.


♦
Utility/Road Projects



(
Newport water main.  Currently in design phase, the project is anticipated to take approximately 18 months.



(
Rural Infrastructure Authority Grant.  The City should be notified in December whether or not the grant has been awarded.


♦
Neighborhood Initiative Program.  Demolition of 14, 20, 27, and 29 Rose, 403 California, and 124 Washington should be completed in September.  Catawba Regional is working on closing on additional properties.


♦
Bid Award:  Fire Engine and Equipment.  Of three bids received, two did not meet specifications.  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to award the bid to Seagrave Fire in the amount of $714,917 carried.  Delivery is anticipated for October/November, 2017.



♦
Additional Items




(
Council received the program for the 9/11 memorial observance scheduled for 9:00 am Friday, September 9.



(
Ribbon-cutting at Affordable Computers, Highway 161 Newport, September 8.

7.
Department Reports.  Monthly Reports provided


♦
Fire.  Chief Manera reminded council of the pancake breakfast honoring fallen firefighters to be held Saturday morning, September 10.



♦
Police.  In answer to a question from council, Chief Robinson stated that the department is working leads on the College Street burglary and the neighborhood is considering participation in the Neighborhood Watch program.



♦
Public Works.  Councilmember Shiflet expressed appreciation for the cleanup of Smith Street and Councilmember Fuesser for the work on South Pacific.  Councilmember Brown requested sidewalk maintenance on California Street.


♦
Economic Development. In reference to the thrift shop matter discussed earlier in the meeting, Director Jones said that the owner rents the shop and is trying to get someone to take over operation. 

8.
Council Committee Reports


♦
Government Relations.  Chairman Johnson reported on attendance at Business After Hours at TenderHearts.  He also announced upcoming meetings sponsored by MASC:  Regional Advocacy Meeting on September 14 and two courses from the SC Municipal Elected Officials Institute of Government on September 15.


♦
Public Works.  Council received Minutes from the August 17 meeting, with no items requiring council action.



(
A resident of College Street asked whether or not there is a process in place to coordinate all the work needed on the street.  Mayor Lee stated that according to County Councilmember Robert Winkler, the street is on the county’s C-fund paving list.  Interim Manager Helms said that infrastructure work is on schedule for the 2017-2018 budget



(
Jan Ramsey asked about installation of sidewalk on Railroad Avenue.  Public Works Director Montgomery answered that sidewalks are entirely up to the state; the City has submitted viable projects that have not been funded.


♦
Neighborhood Relations.  Chairman Brown said that as a result of recent incidents, citizens are becoming increasingly concerned about neighborhood safety.  He also asked about recognition for Meritor’s 35th anniversary.  Interim Manager Helms said that he is awaiting information from Tom Drumwright.


♦
Finance.  Council received Minutes from the August 17 meeting, with no items requiring council action.


♦
Public Safety.  Council received Minutes from the August 17 meeting.  Items discussed included issues with a Roberts Avenue residence and municipal court, as well as fire department in-service training for EMTs.


♦
Events.  Council received Minutes from the August 18 meeting.  The only new item presented was the War of the Roses Softball Tournament between the cities of York and Lancaster, scheduled for October 22.


♦
Recreation.  No meeting in August.


♦
Planning & Economic Development.  Council received Minutes from the August 16 meeting, updating ongoing projects.

9.
Mayor’s Report.  Mayor Lee reported that the courthouse renovation is ahead of schedule, and furniture should be in by early December.
10.
Old Business.  None
11.
New Business:  First Reading



♦
Ordinance 16-574, FY 2016-2017 Budget  



(
Councilmember Miller stated that he would prefer to fund an employee for public works, rather than the one proposed for planning.  



(
Councilmember Shiflet asked that all large-meter customers affected by the proposed rate increase be notified.



(
Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance carried.


♦
Ordinance 16-575, Governing Movie Filming  



(
Councilmember Fuesser said he favors the ordinance but prefers that it be tabled for a more propitious time, rather than now that filming has started.



(
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance died for lack of a second.




(
Councilmember Fuesser’s MOTION to table the ordinance to the first of the year carried, with members Lee and Johnson voting in opposition.



♦
Ordinance 16-576, Gateway Corridor, Pending Ordinance Doctrine



(
Councilmember Miller’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance, removing Guideline #10, Color schemes should be reviewed for approval, failed, with members Brown, Shiflet, Johnson and Lowry voting in opposition.




(
Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance as presented carried, with members Lee, Miller and Fuesser voting in opposition.

12.
Any Item Any Member of Council Wishes to Present


♦
Councilmember Lowry reported unbagged trash thrown out at Fourth/Hunter.

13.
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to go into executive session for discussion of personnel matters pertaining to city manager search and municipal judge carried.
Returning to open session, the following action was taken:



♦
 Councilmember Fuesser’s MOTION to ask the surrogate judges to work every two weeks, with an appropriate salary adjustment, until a new municipal judge is appointed carried.



♦
Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to send the city manager resumes to the Municipal Association for review carried.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Nelle J. Pittman
Municipal Clerk

