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MINUTES

YORK CITY COUNCIL

February 2, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Eddie Lee

Councilmember Bill Miller
Councilmember John Shiflet
Councilmember Mike Fuesser

Councilmember Ed Brown
Councilmember Denise Lowry
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Mayor Pro Tem Charles Johnson
OTHERS PRESENT:
City Attorney Brice
Interim Manager Helms

Police Chief Robinson
Police Captain Trail

Public Works Director Montgomery
Planning Director Breakfield 
Fire Chief Manera 
Finance Director Mosely


ED Director Jones

Blake & Gerry Pope
Michael & Stephanie Fanning
James David Duncan
Jan Ramsey


Paul Boger

1.
Welcome and Call to Order:  Mayor Lee

2.
Prayer:  Councilmember Brown

3.
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Lee

4.
Minutes:  Regular Meeting, January 5, 2016.  Councilmember Miller’s MOTION to adopt the Minutes as submitted carried.


5.
FY 2014-2015 Audit Report.  From the auditing firm of Cantey, Tiller, Pierce and Green, Jan Pierce offered the following findings:


♦
Unqualified Statement; no Management Letter comments



♦
GASB68 (retirement liability) accounts for the biggest change



♦
Utility Fund was able to transfer only half of the budgeted allotment to the General Fund.  This action enabled bond covenants to be met but caused the General Fund to finish only $58,000± in the black.


♦
$332,000 gain in the Utility Fund due to grant funding



♦
Biggest concern:  meeting debt covenants



♦
Operationally, it was a good year.

6.
Comments and Requests from the Public


♦
Michael Fanning was present to campaign for State Senate, District 17.  He stated that current emphasis is on career politicians, rather than the real needs of the state; in his opinion, these are roads, unfunded mandates and comprehensive tax reform.



♦
Jan Ramsey asked about the possibility of installing safety handrails on the high side of Congress downtown, as well as a sidewalk on Railroad Avenue.

7.
City Manager’s Report  



♦
Finance.  Council received copies of the financial, capacity fee, and hospitality tax reports.  Interim Manager Helms reported receipt of one capacity fee in January and hospitality tax revenue $2000+ over projection.  Work has begun at Austen Lakes.


♦
Utility/Road Projects



(
C-fund resurfacing project.  Paving of Blackburn Street is complete.




(
Lake Caldwell.  Interim Manager Helms reported that during the recent rains, the emergency spillway was damaged.  Repairs will have to be made to prevent structural damage to the dam.  Staff has met with the SC Emergency Management Division and learned that South Carolina was declared eligible for federal funds (FEMA), due to the flooding in Columbia; this will allow the City to apply for funding to reconstruct the spillway.  Councilmember Miller’s MOTION to authorize Interim Manager Helms to pursue actions to address the problems with the spillway carried.



(
Non-residential water rates.  Council received 1) correspondence from Bond Counsel Charlton deSaussure describing the City’s obligations established in the Bond Ordinance adopted by council in 2004 and 2) a rate study for non-residential meters.  An ordinance effecting the proposed changes is on the agenda for first reading.


♦
Neighborhood Initiative Program.  Five houses have been tested for asbestos; when state approval is received, the structures will be abated, then removed.  Eleven of the eighteen properties submitted to the state have been approved.


♦
Additional Items




(
Rose Apartments.  Council received copies of a letter from Landmark Property Management, along with a report from AdvantaClean, stating that on December 15, 2015, Advanta conducted air quality tests in units affected by water damage.  Per this report, no toxic molds were found in any units, and no remediation was required.  Additionally, Landmark stated that they are obtaining bids from licensed South Carolina contractors to address roof problems, with a view toward remediation in the spring.



(
Traffic Enforcement Unit Grant.  The police department applied for a $235,319 grant to fund two traffic officers and equipment.  The SC Department of Public Safety awarded the City $100,314 to fund one officer, including all training, equipment, and a patrol car.  The grant is renewable for three years, and the City is required to apply each year for funding for the next two years.  Councilmember Miller’s MOTION to accept the grant carried. 



(
Website.  Fire Chief Manera gave a PowerPoint presentation depicting the revamping of the City’s website, currently underway.


8.
Department Reports.  Monthly Reports provided


♦
Police.  Chief Robinson thanked council for approving the Traffic Enforcement Unit Grant and announced that the second Citizens’ Academy is scheduled for April.


9.
Council Committee Reports


♦
Government Relations.  Chairman Johnson’s report included attendance at the 2016 Regional Elected Officials Forum, as well as Business After Hours at Anderson Hydra Platforms, Inc.


♦
Public Works.  Council received Minutes from the January 27 meeting and updates on ongoing projects.


♦
Neighborhood Relations.  No meeting in January.  Councilmember Brown asked about pickup of discarded appliances and electronics.  Interim Manager Helms said that state law prohibits pickup of these materials, disposal being the responsibility of the owner.  Public Works Director Montgomery added that the City crew picks them up periodically, via cooperation with York County.
 

♦
Finance.  Council received Minutes from the January 27 meeting.  Discussion centered on the Utility Fund, specifically debt coverage and proposed non-residential meter rate increases.


♦
Public Safety.  Council received Minutes from the January 27 meeting.  Items discussed included replacement of Thru Truck signs, drainage issues on Galilean Road, and police patrols.  Chief Robinson reported that crime in York has decreased by 5.79% each year for the past five years.


♦
Events.  No meeting in January.  Councilmember Lowry thanked staff for work done on the MLK Breakfast.


♦
Recreation.  Council received Minutes from the January 21 meeting.  Items discussed included the walkability study conducted in November (report provided to council) and the Recreational Trails Program.  The City plans to apply in the next grant cycle for funding to extend the bike trail across Fourth Street and Roberts Avenue via the railroad bed.


♦
Planning & Economic Development.  Council received Minutes from the Economic Development Board meeting on January 19.  Discussion included municipal economic development options, restructuring of the Western Alliance, and plans for York’s 230th Anniversary.

10.
Mayor’s Report.  Mayor Lee reported that the Grand Opening of the Imaging Center is scheduled for March 8.  It is already in operation.
11.
Old Business:  Second Reading/Public Hearing, Ordinance 16-567, Rezoning Property from R-15 to MU.  This property is located at 1210 North Congress Street and is owned by the York Church of God.  James Jeffcoat spoke in favor of adoption.  Mayor Lee said that two other supporters were present earlier but had to leave.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to adopt the ordinance on second reading carried.
12.
New Business:  First Reading


♦
Ordinance 16-568, Rezoning Property from R-15 to MU (Tract 2).  This property is a 12± acre tract located at 1295 Alexander Love Highway and is owned by the York Church of God.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance carried.


♦
Ordinance 16-569, Non-residential Utility Rates.  This ordinance puts into effect the proposed new non-residential meter rates discussed earlier in the meeting.  Councilmember Lowry’s MOTION to give first reading to the ordinance carried 4-2, with members Lee and Miller opposed.

13.
Any Item Any Member of Council Wishes to Present


♦
Councilmember Brown asked about curbing on Green Street.   Public Works Director Montgomery replied that the asphalt is temporary and will be replaced.


♦
Councilmember Shiflet stated that the project manager at Hazelhurst had commented on the good working relationship the project has with the City.



♦
Councilmember Miller thanked the fire department and other employees involved with the recent fire on Lakeview Drive.


♦
Councilmember Lowry asked that council consider changing the method of filling the mayor pro tem position.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Nelle J. Pittman
Municipal Clerk

