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MINUTES

YORK CITY COUNCIL

August 2, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Eddie Lee 

Councilmember Bill Miller

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Johnson
Councilmember Mike Fuesser

Councilmember John Shiflet
Councilmember Denise Lowry

Councilmember Ed Brown

OTHERS PRESENT:
City Attorney Brice
Interim Manager Helms

Public Works Director Montgomery
Recreation Director Leake

ED Director Jones

Finance Director Mosely 

Cheryl Boyd


Boyce Ledford
Jan Ramsey


Ronnie Taylor



Gary & PaulaJo Gross

1.
Welcome and Call to Order:  Mayor Lee

2.
Prayer:  Councilmember Brown

3.
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson

4.
Minutes:  Regular Meeting, July 5, 2016.  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to adopt the Minutes as submitted carried.


5.
Comments and Requests from the Public



♦
Referring to her recent appearance before the Board of Architectural Review, Cheryl Boyd stated that it was a “horrible, cumbersome process” with no way to get anything approved.  It was determined that she should meet with the Board of Zoning Appeals to determine density before pursuing further action.


♦
Jan Ramsey expressed concern regarding conflict of interest among boards/commissions.  She also repeated concerns presented at previous meetings.


♦
Ronnie Taylor reported that the state money for the Veterans Park should be received next month. 

6.
City Manager’s Report  



♦
Finance.  Council received copies of the financial, capacity fee, and hospitality tax reports.  Interim Manager Helms reported receipt of $3,589 in capacity fees in July.  Hospitality Tax fees continue over projection, and it is anticipated that the City will finish in the black.


♦
Utility/Road Projects



(
Water study.  Willdan Financial’s recommendations will be incorporated into the 2016-2017 budget.  It is imperative that the bond covenant be met each year.



(
Newport water main.  Notice to Proceed is August 8, with a contract schedule of 150 days.



(
Rural Infrastructure Authority Grant.  The City is applying for a $500,000 grant to replace sewer lines on Hickory Lane, Autumn Place, Valley Road, and Creekside Drive.  The grant will be submitted in September.


♦
Neighborhood Initiative Program.  Catawba Regional has bid 14, 20, 27, and 29 Rose, 403 California, and 124 Washington.  Bids were sent to the state for approval, and the contractor is planning to start in mid-August.


♦
Additional Items




(
Roof replacement on the Rose Apartments was completed June 30, with a 20-year warranty.



(
Appraisal is pending on the Norfolk Southern property.

7.
Department Reports.  Monthly Reports provided


♦
Economic Development.  Councilmember Miller asked whether or not the business community is planning any kind of recognition for Ray Deas, with TE Jones closing after 51 years in operation.  Director Jones will look into this.

8.
Council Committee Reports


♦
Government Relations.  Chairman Johnson reported on attendance at a ribbon cutting at Red’s Place, 37 North Congress.  He also reported good attendance at the Duke Energy program on July 28.


♦
Public Works.  Council received Minutes from the July 26 meeting, with no items requiring council action.


♦
Neighborhood Relations.  Council received an updated Directory of Boards/Commissions.  The Jury Commission has been removed, and all other positions are currently filled.


♦
Finance.  Council received Minutes from the July 20 meeting.  Chairman Miller’s MOTIONS to approve budget reallocations to 1) purchase a police vehicle and 2) replace the 318 first responder truck carried.


♦
Public Safety.  Council received Minutes from the July 20 meeting.  No items require council action.


♦
Events.  Council received Minutes from the July 21 meeting.  In addition to events discussed were the meeting at the Tabernacle of Praise on July 8 and the Stop the Violence March on July 17.


♦
Recreation.  No meeting in July.  



♦
Planning & Economic Development.  Council received 1) Board Minutes from the July 19 meeting; 2) York Economic Development Corporation Mission & Strategic Goals; and 3) draft bylaws of the corporation.  Council action was deferred to Agenda Item 11, New Business.

9.
Mayor’s Report.  


♦
Mayor Lee presented Resolution 16-03, which authorizes the City’s Safety Committee.  The workers’ comp carrier requires that this Resolution be in place.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to adopt the Resolution carried.


♦
Outcast, Season Two filming.  Mayor Lee recommended that City Attorney Brice draft an ordinance similar to Chester’s, protecting downtown merchants, especially during the holiday shopping season.
10.
Old Business.  None
11.
New Business.  Jim Bradford gave an overview of the York Economic Development Corporation Mission & Strategic Goals and draft bylaws of the corporation.  Councilmember Shiflet made the following MOTION:  “I move that York City Council approve the creation of the newly presented Economic Development Corporation and its Bylaws as currently offered and that simultaneously with, and contingent upon, such new Corporation obtaining full IRS 501(c)3 tax exempt status, any and all previously created and/or approved City Economic Development Boards and their corresponding Bylaws be permanently revoked and repealed.”  The motion carried unanimously.

12.
Any Item Any Member of Council Wishes to Present


♦
Councilmember Lowry 1) thanked council for allowing her to attend the MASC Annual Meeting, and 2) called attention to an overgrown lot at 220 Barron Park.


♦
Mayor Lee asked that a picture of York’s first mayor, John Ratchford Hart, be added to the photo gallery of mayors.

13.
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to go into executive session for the interim city manager’s annual performance evaluation carried.

Returning to open session, Mayor Lee stated that Interim Manager Helms had a good review; no action was taken.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Nelle J. Pittman
Municipal Clerk

