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MINUTES

YORK CITY COUNCIL

June 7, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Eddie Lee 

Councilmember Bill Miller

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Johnson
Councilmember Mike Fuesser

Councilmember John Shiflet
Councilmember Denise Lowry

Councilmember Ed Brown

OTHERS PRESENT:
City Attorney Brice
Interim Manager Helms


Police Chief Robinson
Police Captain Trail

Public Works Director Montgomery
Planning Director Breakfield 

Recreation Director Leake
ED Director Jones
Sue Dinnsen


Rick Jiran

David Cobb


Ronnie Taylor


Patricia Patton

Brenda Froneberger

Paul Boger

1.
Welcome and Call to Order:  Mayor Lee

2.
Prayer:  Councilmember Brown

3.
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson

4.
Minutes:  Regular Meeting, May 3, 2016.  Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to adopt the Minutes as submitted carried.


5.
Comments and Requests from the Public



♦
Sue Dinnsen, representing Duke Energy, gave an overview of the Neighborhood Energy Saver Program, a federally-mandated energy-efficiency program designed for Duke Energy’s customers in federally-identified low-income neighborhood areas.  It provides an in-home energy assessment, installation of energy conservation measures, and energy education that will enable residents to make behavioral changes to control and reduce energy usage.  Participants can save up to $95/year in energy costs.  The kickoff event is scheduled for 6:00 - 7:30 pm Thursday, July 28, at the rec center.  Currently, 1298 residents are included in the program.


♦
Brenda Froneberger thanked Interim Manager Helms and Public Works Director Montgomery for the “wonderful job” on Hunter Street.  She said she is trying to galvanize residents to improve the neighborhood and invited councilmembers to tour the area, with special emphasis on Taylor Street.


♦
Patricia Patton asked that action be taken on an abandoned house (305) and overgrown lot (311) on California Street.  Interim Manager Helms responded that 305 California is included in the Neighborhood Initiative Program.


♦
David Cobb informed council of an event scheduled for June 11 at the rec center.  The event is part of an effort to rally support for improving neighborhoods and reducing violence.  He asked the City for funding in the amount of $1028.94.  Councilmember Lowry’s MOTION to provide hot dogs carried, with members Miller and Fuesser voting in opposition.


♦
Ronnie Taylor expressed appreciation for the City’s efforts on behalf of the Veterans Memorial Park.

6.
City Manager’s Report  



♦
Finance.  Council received copies of the financial, capacity fee, and hospitality tax reports.  Interim Manager Helms reported receipt of $3,880 in capacity fees in May.  Hospitality Tax fees continue over projection.


♦
Utility/Road Projects



(
Water study.  Interim Manager Helms plans to present the rate study to councilmembers at individual committee meetings.  Daryll Parker will make a presentation to full council at its convenience.



(
C-funds.  York County has completed the following streets from the 2014-2015 list:  Inman Crossroad, Aspen Lane, Cottage Place, Nottingham, and Moss Street.  SCDOT has advised that a preconstruction conference is scheduled for Thursday, June 9, to discuss the resurfacing of Maiden Lane and Broad Street.


♦
Neighborhood Initiative Program.  Council received a property status report from Catawba Regional.  Interim Manager Helms stated that complaints have been received about the Foster property on Springdale and said that the City may need to consider initiating the derelict structure process.



♦
Budget Schedule.  Council received the proposed FY 2016-2017 Budget Schedule.  Councilmember Fuesser’s MOTION to approve it carried.


♦
Additional Items




(
Bid Award - Madison Street property (Polk).  The only bid received was from Thompson Backhoe Service, and this contractor is not certified to clean up debris containing asbestos.  Staff contacted seven contractors to perform this service.  The City has done business previously with Katawba Environmental, Inc., out of Rock Hill, which provided a base estimate of $6250, plus additional charges for any unknown factors.  Councilmember Shiflet’s MOTION to spend $6500 to clean up the property died for lack of a second.






(
Newport water main.  Council received Interim Manager Helms’s memo regarding funding to complete the water connection between York and Rock Hill.  After Rock Hill’s portion of the cost, $105,767.25 remains for the City of York to pay.  This money can be paid from the 2013 Shiloh tank and booster pump station account.   Mayor Pro Tem Johnson’s MOTION to take the recommended action carried.
[Councilmember Shiflet said that in light of comments made by Randy Peterson at the May council meeting, council should be informed of ensuing action.  A meeting with Mr. Peterson was held on May 20, attended by Councilmembers Shiflet and Fuesser,  Police Captain Trail, Public Works Director Montgomery, Interim Manager Helms,  Finance Director Mosely, and Jan Pierce (Cantey, Tiller, Pierce and Green, auditing firm).  In a calm atmosphere, all of Mr. Peterson’s concerns were addressed.  Councilmember Shiflet asked that Interim Manager Helms’ email to Mr. Peterson, copied to council, be made a part of tonight’s Minutes.]

7.
Department Reports.  Monthly Reports provided


♦
Planning.  Mayor Lee stated that the Board of Architectural Review meeting was handled very well.  Planning Director Breakfield reported that Cheryl Boyd’s plans for the Benfield property were denied, but the request can be re-submitted immediately.



♦
Police.  Chief Robinson reported 28 kids attending camp this week and thanked Councilmember Miller for providing shirts.  The camp for older youth was cancelled, due to lack of interest.  


♦
Economic Development.  Director Jones reported a successful opening of the Farmers’ Market, which will be in operation every Saturday through September.  The former Enquirer building is to be auctioned at 12 Noon Wednesday, June 22.

8.
Council Committee Reports


♦
Government Relations.  Chairman Johnson reported on attendance at Business After Hours at Agape Hospice on May 17, as well as the York County Law Enforcement Memorial Service on May 18.


♦
Public Works.  Council received Minutes from the May 18 meeting and updates on ongoing projects.


♦
Neighborhood Relations.  Chairman Brown’s MOTION to appoint Marty Mathis to the Board of Architectural Review carried.  She will complete the term of Pamela Schronce, expiring May 31, 2018.
 

♦
Finance.  Council received Minutes from the May 18 meeting.  No items discussed require council action.


♦
Public Safety.  Council received Minutes from the May 18 meeting.  The committee discussed citizen complaints about overgrown lots.  Public Works Director Montgomery has been working his employees overtime to address the problem.  Committee recommendation is that the owner of an offending property be notified that he has 48 hours to rectify the situation; if nothing is done, a summons will be issued.


♦
Events.  Council received Minutes from the May 19 meeting.  Headlining upcoming events are the Fourth of July Celebration and National Night Out.


♦
Recreation.  Council received Minutes from the May 19 meeting.  Items of note include 1) anticipated increased participation in youth football, due to partnering with York Little Cougars; 2) consideration of fee increases, necessitated by York County’s cutting the City’s recreation funding; and 3) Eat Smart, Move More York County’s receipt of a $10,000 grant for a bicycle-pedestrian study for the City of York.


♦
Planning & Economic Development.  Council received Minutes from the May 18 meeting.  Planning items included the information that the Board of Architectural Review has given conceptual approval to the location of veterans’ memorials on the property in front of the Chamber of Commerce office.  Economic development items included discussion of use alternatives for York Place. 

9.
Mayor’s Report.  Mayor Lee reported that he met with David Hamilton about the courthouse, and December 4 seems to be a viable date for completion of renovations.  An arborist has determined that the deodar cedar tree on the corner of the property needs to be removed.  The Board of Architectural Review has already approved removal of the pecan tree.
10.
Old Business.  None
11.
New Business.  None

12.
Any Item Any Member of Council Wishes to Present


♦
Mayor Lee announced that Interim Manager Helms’ performance review will be done in August.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
[image: image1.jpg]



Nelle J. Pittman
Municipal Clerk

